AANA journal course: update for nurse anesthetists--the control of ventilation and its modification by anesthetic-related drugs.
Ventilation is normally precisely linked to body metabolic needs. A variety of drugs, commonly utilized in anesthesia, can profoundly alter the body's response to ventilatory challenges. This installment of the AANA Journal course describes the control of the respiratory drive and the effects that anesthetic drugs have on ventilation in humans. Knowledge of such effects will go a long way in preventing what might otherwise be catastrophic complications.